ABSTRACT: Benthic foraminifera were collected from the Paleocene-Eocene San Francisco de Paula section, Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba. The benthic foraminifera comprise a small portion (<10%) of the total foraminiferal fauna. In each sample, the benthic foraminifera generally have a high species diversity but few individuals per species. The paleoecologic setting indicated by the benthic foraminifera is middle to upper bathyal.
INTRODUCTION
Numerous studies of Paleocene and Eocene smaller benthic foraminifera from Cuba have been published. Notable among them are the works of Cushman and Bermuidez (1936a, 1936b, 1937, 1948a, 1948b, 1948c) . All of these studies were taxonomic in nature and did not attempt to identify specific occurrences within sections. Thus while a diverse Paleocene and lower Eocene benthic foraminiferal fauna has been described pies distributed throughout the section (text- figure 1) . The preservation of the fauna is generaly poor but not so bad as to prohibit identification. Study of the benthic foraminifera from San Francisco de Paula was further complicated by the relative abundance of planktonic foraminifera and by clastic dilution of the samples from the turbiditic Apolo Formation. The resultant benthic foraminiferal assemblages have a high species diversity (as high as 20 species per sample) but may have individual numbers as low as one or two individuals per species. A total of 54 benthic foraminiferal species were recognized at the San Francisco de Paula section.
BIOSTRATIGRAPHY

General
The benthic foraminiferal assemblage collected from the San Francisco de Paula section bears a strong similarity to the "Velasco type" fauna defined by Berggren and Aubert (1975) . The "Velasco type" fauna is characterized by Stensioina The distribution of benthic foraminifera in the San Francisco de Paula section are listed in Table 1 .
Biozones
Despite the occurrence of numerous exotic elements in the benthic foraminiferal assemblage of the San Francisco de Paula section, the most abundant species (Table 1) Table 1 ). In this sense, the benthic foraminiferal assemblage resembles that of the 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER PALEOCENE-EOCENE BENTHIC FORAMINIFERAL FAUNAS
Gulf and Caribbean Regions
The benthic foraminiferal fauna collected from the San Francisco de Paula section is just one of many faunas collected from within the broad Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea regions. The tectonic and depositional setting of the Apolo and Capdevila Formations have produced a mixed faunal assemblage in some samples.
In the Gulf Coastal Plain, the fauna which bears the closest resemblance to the one collected from the San Francisco de Paula is that of the Velasco Shale of Mexico (Cushman 1926). This fauna is dominated by Nuttallides truempyi, Stensioina beccariiformis and Osangularia velascoensis among others. This is the type area of the "Velasco type" benthic foraminiferal fauna of Berggren and Aubert (1975). The association of species in the Velasco
Shale indicates middle to upper bathyal conditions. In the San Francisco de Paula section, the species which characterize the "Velasco-type" fauna are consistently present in the assemblages. Additionally, Nuttallides truempyi is quantitatively dominant throughout the section (Table 1 ). The "Midway" species are not uniformly distributed within the San Francisco de Paula section. Rather, they occur in three distinct intervals throughout the section. The benthic foraminifera from these intervals never comprise a "Midway" assemblage but consist of a mixed "Midway" and "Velasco" fauna. Given the middle bathyal paleoecologic interpretation for the San Francisco de Paula section and the obvious mixing of the faunas, the "Midway" species are interpreted as "exotic" components of the fauna transported basinward by turbidity currents. 
In the Gulf Coastal Plain of the United
